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ByJeremlah O’Leary 


t ^ 'v 4 -:^Wa<hfn$(on Star Staff Wriiof, ',. < a ; 

Tnfe House Rules Committee, hag- 
gling like a hung jury over the fate of ( 
the ^Select v Committee on Assassina- • 
tioiW, has put off until next week the 
decision of whether to kill off the, 
panel or pass the final verdict along to , 
*the full House; l ■ /■ / . : > 

v But, even with the select committee 
and its 73 staffers in legislative limbo, ’ 
there was an obvious and growing 
consensus for. severely restricting the ; 
controversial assassination commit - } 
tee jlchief {counsel, Richard A. 
Sprague. At' least one witness, Rep, 
Robert E, Bauman, R-Md., called for 
SprajgUe’s Resignation and Rep; Del-: 
bert '^LattaVR-Ohio said, /‘Somebody 
ought to put a leash on him, 1 ’. ; v 
Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., 
who will be chairman of the assassi- 
nation panel if 4 survives, was forced 
to fight a rear-guard action yester- 
day. JHte pleaded with the rules com- 
mittee to give ’ him a chance to 
reorganize the unit and re-estimqte 


the cost of operating the probe of the 
murders of President John F. 
.Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. VV.: : - • * ‘ 


r.v. 


FACED v WITH THE ; fact that 
Sprague has become a major issue in 
i the fight for the committee's survival, 

/ Gonzalez said; “Staffers should be on 
tap, notontop,?yf -i ! ■ / 

/ ;i Gonzalez sought" to reassure the 
Rules Committee that he is aware of 
all the problems he has inherited and 
vt$t it be known outside the committee 
room that he had other problems of 
his own since it became obvious he 
/was going to succeed lame-duck Rep/ 
Thomas N. Downing, D-Va., who has 
‘retired, •' = y-' 1 / : ! 

Gonzalez told newsmen he has been 
informed by the FBI and Texas police 
that he was the target of one assassi- 
nation “contract'* . for $35,000 last 
October and another “hit" in Decem- 
ber. , ;//' 

v,' Gohzalez said he J has never been 
able to ascertain from the FBI what 


the motive was for the reported plots 
against him or what became of them. 

^ Rep. B. F. Sisk, D-Calif.; told his 
fellow Rules Committee members 
that he has received threats from Los 
Angeles and Detroit and that his staff '■ 
’ ! has been cursed because he' was per- ’ 
veeived as leading the opposition/ 
■'against reconstituting‘the assassina^* 
tion committee. • • • 

/ BUT ESSENTIALLY GonValez put •' 
his reputation as a hard-working and 
well-liked legislator on the line as a - 
; guaranty in return for consent of his 
peers to carry on with the investiga? 

‘ tion. He asked the Rules Committee: 
to report out the resolution to recon- *»■ 
- stitute the select committee so that 
the House can vote its will; : < / 
Chairman James J. Delaney, D- 
N.Y., said he was disposed to put the 
resolution forward and let the* entire 
House decide. ■ ! 

While that may be the result next 
Tuesday after the Rules Committee 
hears more witnesses and then votes 
on the assassination committee's 
fate, another consensus appeared to 
be developing. \ : •' 

The mood of the committee seemed 
to indicate that the best Gonzalez can 
get at that level is a 90-day extension 
at the present rate of expenditure 
until the issues of cost, longevity, 
investigative techniques, staff con- 
trols and other arguments are settled ; 
in the House Administration Commit- 
tee and on the House floor. . 


there is little likelihood of even mil- 
lion being approved even if the com- 
mittee is extended for 12 months. ’ v ' 

There' were "these Qther develop- 
ments yesterday: . , h 

r D.C. /Delegate Walter E. Fauntroy 
/gdt into a tangle with Sisk when he 
spoke of u new evidence- uncovered .. 
in the assassinations by the staff, then ■ 
changed his statement to say the staff 
was “pursuing new leads. “ When Sisk 
pressed him to disclose the new infor- 
mation,; Fauntroy said he did not feel 
at liberty to do so. 

^f^Repi’^Rtc^ariisoh-. Preyer, D-N.C., 
defended Sprague, saying ,“He’s had 
no experience with . Congress, he’s 
'demonstrated he is no diplomat, but 
; he’s good 1 at tracking down killers. 
His staff will get some answers (to the 
questions revolving aropnd the two 
. /assassinations), but it needs, to be 
Congress-broken. 

• Rules’ Committee members said 
'■ they heard the Sprague staff might be 
going to Cuba to try to get a deposition 
from Fidel Castro about the Kennedy 
death and to Africa to interview a wit- 
ness in the King case. * Other mem- 
bers were concerned that the assassi- 
nation committee will be doing 
investigations that four other existing 
committees may already have juris- 
diction in what Sprague and his staff 
will be investigating if they are con- 
tinued. Z ' 


MEANWHILE, Sprague and his 72 / THE RULES Committee, it seems 

staff employes are on no payroll and apparent, will report out the resolu- 

even the subpoenas they nave issued tion.next week, but the heated debate 

for witnesses have become null and of yesterday was only the first round, 
void. It is known that Sprague already Capitol Hill veterans predicted more 
has reduced his onetime rock-bottom trouble ahead when Gonzalez comes 
budget estimate of $6.5 million for the,- ' up with a new, reduced budget and 
first year of operations to $4 million, asks for funds and permission to get 
House members indicated yesterday ] started, — — • ' 



